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J al interests of our State. No people can
! be who bound in

when tbe sons of our soil are oa'Ied upen
to defend our rights on tha battle field, so
in time of peace be i welcome to all the
immunities, privileges and franchises which
his valor teeured. I therefore warn jou
not to place the ballot box beyond the
reach of any of our people who are right-
fully entitled to it. Throw no trouble-
some obstacles in their way. Give them
no just cause to complain of opposition,
injustice or a withholding of any of their

ing thousands might have been enticed tocur Stato in tho years that aro past, butno vigorous or well-direct- ed tffort was
made by cur ancestors to induce them locome, and now they era lost to ns forever.
Let not theso things bo said of cs, but let
us resolve to developo the boundless re-
sources cf our State, and make North
Carolina a brilliant pern in tho galaxy of
the great States which composed onr
glorious Union.

What wo most need ia capital. Oar con-
dition for a long timo will remain a it is,
uolefs we cct--d words of encouragement,
cordial in their widest sanro. tn t.hncA

prosperous or happy are
the chains of ignorance, and who have not
facilities for bursting: asunder the. fetters
which dwarf their minds and eripple all
the nobler faculties of their nature. It
may be said that North Carolina ci t jo
coor to do more than she ia now doing for
the caae of education. It may be impru
dent at tb ;s time to place additional bur-
den on the people in behalf of our Uni-v- er

ity or any of the colIegBoor high
sc'uooIh iu our midst ; but we are 'far be
hind he toeoL-l- iu tha causa t.f common
schools. It is much better that all shall
receive tbe rudiments of a good Englirh
education, be taught to read fluently. write
legibly and understand the use of figures,
tban that a few shall be educated in the
higher branches of polite literature, nfcd
imbued with the knowledge cf - the dead
language, and made proficients . ia the
hicher branches cf art and 6eience. The
one is a r.a.i ! rlpiii needed to maka oar niei'fhis own township than he would be to one

GOV MESSAGE.

2h ?7i8 Honorable, the General Assembly cf
the ta'e cf North Carolina :

EDUCATION.

By the constitution of our State, tLo
Governor is re quired from timo to time to
give to the Gf nral Assembly inforniution
i f tbo affairs of the St te, and recornmend
to tboir crnsidcratinri m?ii m as?ms as Lo
miy ("Ic cm expt titer, t.

Before g to the of
th;s duty, impoecd by the consti:ntioi., it
it proper thr iu the name tntl iu behalf of
th.fi peoole cf the State, I make due

to (lie Supreme liukr
f i i- - Uiiivt r? e, ;t e rDJinv

ui:d pr Iviligt's lie br.a bts!o?i cl up 'II IS
I (l iuvoke His couf i.'.uccl guar :1 ii.s:

t vt'i ot.r Bta'e artl nation.
IVr the last sis jc::rs, gcitlciacu,ne 1 avc

hrt n strug'giir.g to repair un zt'buihl the
iotfii. (t the-v.hic- iurt v;;:s'd

ia a m- - et' cu acaitotu
pcuoial governn.' nf. It

n or u efiii j urp .tc
( trtr kj on ! ecus:. which bioubt
bis coliisio; Every or.e has b:s own

opinion on tbo ct, :t0'i icttFud of
crdc-avorit- t.. fin.-- r: ftil't s:i th

f 1

voucih-3- or to rrvive !l;o intmuiUBu me
f:;td p;;it, it hi hooves t!J to ti.row
thf: ti-atl- o i .'.!. ivicu on r d:lTt r--

arjil o viile owr ei;erg;t.;i to ii;s- -

f i o:ir i e!oe.'. old cocuaou tvr iith
in ia i he lo-.- .sat' into which sLts ll3f

i h.c- - h- - r upou ihu pioiui i

rr.cr h tiir enp!e t p;i. r to
i ii t jirutcd in 1SG1. and brer rl.

, i.u ccd iu 1&o5, by tic tunuip of he-

llof the Ftdersii go-v- rnmi nr. vw- -
.-

v . ..... e . . ... aid best
i. Vi

he icvid Ibev weie-instille-

r oitirtr Vj l.o-ti- ! ra af urea f the
OU! c : tii r !efi r el ng right t

oh the v dee: d to bo in jo-'- j ardy, 3 e?J

rr.t-s- t j;ow bo ur.-rarch-t O ever? tar .

- - a.

b t;rv r that the ttrpva.? r.nvise in the
e --itn tao, bringing up-o- rur litite nothiog
!,!' c:hmifv. and reducin; rji'iiv of her
j.t,.pb- - ii baukruptcy and ruiu. With this
.1 ! continual! before otirtj

rcru'ii:b--rin- tie former gr-ndt-
ur of

iil'Oi. 2roo--
r:ty o t I er people the peace anel

- i . !t'?i f'lJ re. ft L'UtU Hi i.tJi: I" 1.11

thr mutual forbear-ix- : and rc
t bt--r ci?:zcna eulcrtnincd or.o fcr an

OJ er v.iti till ! iicso memori-j- crowding
iaii: vo now resolve that hero-i- t

:e never is cocti-tfii- t with our
,a d good, np.me, !e b . a iih

v.e L. e ra hi v inan Ur to tho-- e wo hiiow

AM) lIN"XCEc.
1. 11 ;mpoitci.t tubject which v.iil

e : iu.i 3 our alteniiou at this session, is
lli'- -

U-b- and liuancts of the iitate.
Tho report ot Hie pno;:o ire:tKi.rec --v-t

Lihira ho of the debt. An an
ulyi-i- s of :t wnl tnac uhs debt

. 1 the fuiiowin-- e;as3 :

"O. cr diito-wo- r ct'ji,
. ..-...- - 1 1JI .!...T'.....'if

.: ur. j UK I', which in iu h- - feiai ef

... isiro,! in :i-..- Ct fad tctutj,
15

2.1. T.ji'. 'a huuc d alt co
;'i r lie p fi.be C 1 botCIO, ia ;ii

Kral .liipiovo'i-ent-:- . 05 5.0CO

AccruLd iuterett, li 700

S3. no
.1. p. u.la iisueJ tii ce sLo vs.r to
iud.I accrued intorett and pas

:z : U';d.r act of lbG), 12 117,4 JO

L'::i'c-- Lc: cf 18: 8, 1,721,400
Accrued itcrc-jf- , 71-- US4

Uftdi issued diiri;- tho war for
si.ttriul improvt lutnt i.uryc-eeu- , but
:.-;- EiarLoiKLle L;caus-- j e;i the urn
tf let-ue- . Ac , Ac, :z : louels idtUcd
under actE pasted before tha wr.
hund :d .Ubd cude-- r acta passed d r

tl.t war. 2 15. COO

Accrued ir.tsat-K- t 2S3 530

f 1,511, 5 50
5.U. Po-t- l is -- uc 1 cLdcr ac-.- pa.-et- d

nice i ho war ijr inttreal impiovc-:ucL- t
vurposei, ?ioi special tax, viz :

Uijder id.'iiauco cf Cccventicn tf
IHO-- tJ Chatham Ii. II. Co 51,2 .0,000
To Whlinmattn and Tarhcru' It. ih

!. cu pa-.- . 130 GOD

fl, 353,0(0
c: tcesit. 1231 010

?i,-:t-i,to-

G h. bjHcial tbi bonds i3ned uiid-- r
c-- pits red ia 18 33-'0- and eince
'a'ed ly a.--t vl 8th 1870,

viz : Ikn'd to Eaa'cra lhv. c f Wc-a- -

tern N. ' '. Ih li Co $273,00)
Vetera divi-io- n o a:.!d io?.d, 6 ::07,U;0
v-'-

f etera .Uiilroad Cocipauy, 1,3'J CO'O

Vi'miii'tut , Ch&iiottc cad iiatho-- -

iord ad t'otjpauj 3 000,(0)
i".liam-to- a i Trboro ilsiiro&el Co. . 100,000

A'.i::t:e. 'ltLncfcete & Chi 3 It at! road
Ccaipai.j', M7.0V0

?11,407,f00
Ac.'rue-- :re: 1,475,070

! o:;'s proncnnco-- ueconstiru-tinns- -i
iy tuprtmo Court, :z :

ndd issued t j Cluitham lia.il! o d
t'; :ni f.:;V iid.v cutetaadinfj j ro.ooo

I t.:.:t.:i itrv oa Pcep'liiver 100,000

uo, ceo
SUMMVIiY OF DLBT.

:o v.iiT c:i al of tn9 cntir9 dtt) is SlO.COO.f 15
i::p tutai srrjcst.t ;f accruf d inter-

est thorccn to Cc;. let, ISV1S is 4.S7,4 9.45

Toi:.I ".raoaat cf principal x;d in-
terest is $M S7,1C1.45
Tae only securities held by tho State

frcra which tha derives any income ere
the ttock iu tho Nmlh Giro-- l
ui Kai'road Company, on which bix per

cent, dividenda havo lately been icah'z -- d,
which dividends, by a dtcreo of tho Cir-
cuit Court of tha United Stales f --T the
district cf North Carolina, Lavo b:en sub
jected to tho pivraent of interc3t eo.ie on
tho bonds of tha State iisuod to p;y for
eaid stock.

Commenlirfr on the f jrccui'jsr list. reU 9w

mark that the tirst clars; consisting of tho
ante-wa- r uontf, . r igmally Bold EOm3 over

il l . .iar, uii uccriug uturiy imr, mo proceeds
of which mainly built our railroad?, seem
to be of the highest dignity. The second
class, although issued under acta passed
before the war, it is notorious were sold tot
iot more than fifty cents in specie, and
not exceeding tisty-fiv- a or fcixty cents in
currency, when tho elepreciatioa was
heavy. It is believed that'maay realized
lens than fifty cents in epecie.

The bonds of tho third class aro alio of
undisputed validity. Iu fact many were
exchanged for old or h

tal become due, cr for those which had
become mutilated or scratched the resi-da- e

for coupons at par (without interest at
Euturitv) which had becoma duo mainly
on the ante-w- ar debt.

Tha fourth olasi the General Assembly
aaa heretofore, except to a small amount,
rfu8ed to recognize; but it ecem3 difficult
to prove that they have not been validated
la general terms by the ordinance cf tho
convention of 18G5-G- G, declaring all deb's
l&ding on the State when not incurred in
Qld of the rebellion. But if recognized
loy should be scaled according to the rate

" depreciation at tho dale of issue, and of

ia c ch c unity ihiej limes elutii-;- - oaoh
jeir, ro contiuueoo week, units ihobas-ne&- 3

sh ill sooce-- r dispotcd of,
Fot.rih : Lst the 4th section of article

V be expunged from the Constitution, as
it, iu my-- pitjiou, is ncnt catsary, and is
oniy a beco of conttuiion for politicians to
wrang'e ov r.

Fifth : Let the 10 h section of article XI
be so ameLdt-- as that thoie who are eo
poor as to be unnblo to provide fcr them
selves shall be provided for at tha exp.nse
of the State.

In my opinion th, people will be content
with the present Constitution if amended
in the particulars above referred to, and I
feel by no moans confi.h nt tbat they do-hir- e

all the; amendments which I have
enumerated. Each amendment proposed
should b3 separately submitted to the peo-
ple for their ratification or rc jBO'k-n-.

SWAMP liANrS.
'iho Uo&rd cf Education still Las con- -

. .r 1 - -1 ui u largo uoy 01 swamp liiuu which
it is etofcirabie io uiiiizo a-- j early us practi-
cable. The. o h.nds have been for a gene-
ration Tragically wiihlravn from rarket
and from settlemrut, and although por-
tions of them are undoubtedly of great
fertility, they hav-- remained, uneler fno
policy hitherto pursued, not cnlv entirely
valueless as a source of revenue for pur
poses of education, but a constant source
of trouble anel expense to tho Board. It
seems better to realize even a sma1! part
of what they are actually worth, than to
continue longer a policy which has been
elcmonstrateei to be au expensive faihirc.
For in the first place tho came cf educa
tion cm never ba in greater need than
now of tho funds which might bo derived
from their tale; and iu iLo second place,
it is moie than probable that tho amount
which might be realized from them now,
would, it simply placed at iatcrest, exceed
any sum they will probably bring hereaf
ter, (just as tne quarter of a million of
dollars, which has already been expended
on theai, would by this time have amount- -
eel to a much larp.er sum than wn ulndl nvr
be able to realize from them,) anel in tho
third place is to bo considered the indirect
benefit to theStat3, both economically and
educationally, of the development of an
immense amount of taxable values from
the immediate utilization cf such vast
quantities cf timber and farming lands.
It is plain that these land3 can never bo
disposed of in small parcels to individual
farmers, because they can only be drainod
in largo bodies; and if the board had nt
command a fund sufficient to drain them.
the advisability of the policy would be
more tban doubtful : first, from the disas
trous experience already so exoensivalv ac
quired, and second, from the reason of tho
thing, as it would necessitate tho employ
ment of a corps of surveyors and engineers
aud contractors for many vears. at the ex
pense of a million or mere of money, and
then the establishment cf a land office or
agency, or other cumbrous apparatus for
the suecssful wielding of which tha board
is manifestly not properly organized or in
any way qualified. So that, the only course
elf seems to be to dispose of these landsin
argo bodies as fast as purchasers can be

found who will pay a reasonable price, and
who will enter into obligations to settloand
develop them.

GEOLOGICAL SLT.VEY.

The progress of the coological btuvcv
with its principal operations and results
will be presented to you in the report of
tho Stato Geologist, sbortl? to be submit- -

eeu. ico wjsuom 01 tno jj?crisiaturo in
establishing and sustaining this important
work is abundantly justified by tho results
already manifested in tho increasing inter-
est, both of our own people and of others,
in the varied resources of the State; in its
minerals, soils, marlp, peats, and foreste.
and in the movements already inaugurated
or tne development of these interests.

Tho attention of capitalists and manufac
turers has been effectively attracted to the
superior quality and immense quantity of
our iron ores, in which large investments
have recently bsen made, with a view to
heir development on a large and perma

nent scale, and at tli3 eamo time operations
have been resumed iu the coal deposits of
Deep and Dan rivers, and the reopening
of a number of copper mines: and the
works now for the first time undertaken,
indicate a batter prospect than ever before
of the proutable and permanent workiog
of all the best mines of this metal in the
State. And there are evident indications
of increasing activity in other directions.

But tbo paramount importance of tho
survey i3 perhaps most conspicuous in its
beariugs upon tho improvement of our
agricultural interests, and its obvious anel
essential instrumentality in the establish-
ment of this leading industry upon a bat-
ter and more scientific basis, through the
diffusion of a knowledge of the qualities
and adaptation of our various soil.-- ) and cli-
mates, and of the means and methods cf
fertilization.

You will fiad io the growing collections
of the fctate Museum the palpable anel im-
pressive exposition of tho utility and pro-
gress of this department ; and for the zeal
and untiring energy and industry of Pro-
fessor Kerr, our State Geologist, I desire,
a3 it is both my pleasure and duty to do,
to commend him to the favorable consid-
eration of jour honorable body.

IMMIGRATION.

The State of North Carolina ino such su-

perior advantages iu point of geographical
location ; iu climate und soil ; iu the va-
riety of its products ; iu its lreedom from
the extreme rigors of tl;o north, and from
the enervating heat of tbo south ; extend-
ing more than five hundred miles from the
s.a shore, and nearly two hundred miles in
width ; embracing nearly every variety of
soil and production, as to render her one
of th 3 most inviting fia!d3 for immigration
that cau ba preteated to thoso who are iu
ecarch of permanent homen for themaelvoa
and thtir posterity. All thes bent li .isut
gif:sof providence aro cffcreel to those
who may settle within our borders; anel no
people, under the sun, are more blest with
every requisite to make a pireat and pros-
perous State, than aro tho poople of North
Carolina.

Oar mineral wealth is only (quailed by
our agricultural product... Toy coal a:nl
irou of tbo Deep and Dan livers, capable
of affording profitable emxiloymcnt to
thousands cf operatives, do not exceed in
richness the gold, the copper, tbe tiiver, tho
lead aud marblo to bo fouLtl iu our more
western territory. L'me and mail alo
abouLtl in various counties cf tho
State, bth Et end West. Shall
we neglect or di-.car- l tho means
of utilizing what is ph-ct- l within
our reach, or thai, wo djvoto onr
energies to realize fur ourselves and our
childr u 14 i aojo an I a rank atnoug the
feremo t aud mo 5 pro- - peroiis S atoi cf
this great Union ? L;t not thofe who aro
to couiO alter us say that our fathers luel
opportunities to securo for thems. Ives and
for U3 seme of the weulth aid population
and advantages which enrich the fir fields
of tho great Northwestern States, but fail-

ed to avail themselves of them; that teem

ia so on in regular progression,
so as to make au average of six per cent,
in the whole. Such a schema was adopted
in Missouri eince the war. This ph
could not be successful cr expedient, a-ce- pt

in a Stato rapidly increasing in popu
iation and wealth. The annual payments
would soon become s lrge that th6T
would be intolerable, unless the taxable
property tbould corretpondiegly increiso.
It is a's-- j l.'able to the objection that it ia
complicated ar el cumbrous, and that is a
mere specoluti u on th supposed events of
the future.

A third plan is to assure tLe public cre
ditor that the S?at3 is at preseijt unable to
pay interest on its deb, that it acknow-
ledge! the hireling force ef the tlebt, that
it (It sires to fulfil all its juet obligations,
anel will do to at the c arliett time possible;
but that it is a matt-- r cf uncertainty when
that time arrive. The pec-pi- c m pay some

pre-en- t, pcs:-ihl- y they n-a- bo ebie
o pav larger cronorliou hereafter.
YLether tht-- y can or not i one t f :hc? un

eeria:n!ie.s ol iiu lutnre. lience, uceora- -

ug t thi-- t plan, we may ft. r tho fol'cw
g propo.-ili-.'-U : L t th ) State t rtate a

new debt, issuo new bouoa bo ring tur'e
per c-r- it. interns: p iy bio ;n specie, with a

x impo ed in tho t:et, tufhcient to raise
funds to jay tue'ti interest, then make it

Hiouai wuu me noun ucieiers ioi xcnaLg.i
tbtir ohi hocds f ; r the new ist-i;- e or awuit
the ebunees .f Siitii improvement in the
concitiru of the otaro us will teeure to
rhe m pajment

.
of their elaimti in fui:. I

i i irurai sr. witoout maKii:e aov recomraenua- -

h.-- eit! er pro or con. that it miht ba
provided, that in lieu of $1,U00 bonds
be uii g tlneo per c:nt. interest, S500
bonds bearing tis per cent, interest might
be given in exchange to the tredittr for
each SI. 000 bond held by hiir.

Iq my opinio;! th people c;n bt-a- r the
burden cf a settlement, and those
bond-holde- rs who do not th'i k they have
a specifies Jien valuable stocks owned
by the St-- (v. g. those of iho North
Carolina 11. II. 0;.,) would ho willing to
accept oi.t! pr posi.t or th other Of
Ciurre it will be entirely t ptioiial wi 11 me
crrditor whether he will accept either
proposition, or si wait future develop-
ment.'!. I3y pursuing thii courpe the Gen
eral Assembly would merely tcknowleuge
frankly a palpab'o tiu'fc; they would oiler
the be.--f, which, iu the judgment of many,
tho people ca-- i do at prrsonf, and they
would refrain f re m a repudiation of their
contracts.

But w hichsoever course the General As-

sembly n ay sea fit to adopt, I tbiuk it ab-
solutely C35tnril thai u commissioa shall
be constituted, iu whom the public have
confielence, to ascertain and report ul! facts
connected with tho public debt, to that
soao d: fiaile eot;clua:ou may be reached
by the Legislature as to the true, legal,
tquitablo liabilities of the Slate. This
This commission should likwife areerrain
from the creditors their views as to what
final and honcr.b!o settlement can b
made of their claims. Considering the
enormous Iotes of tho St e, in able bodied
men slain or disablee! in the sudden
overturning of tie system of labor in the
destruction of prcfprly iu tho insolvency
of all its batks and the lo.'-- s if their tir- -

calatiug mediwm iu the ruin of crops by
various causes in tl e want of good faith
of seme of her agents, and in tine in tho
countless losses and disasters of a people
conquered after a le.ng and desperate war

the creditors ought to bo reasonable anel
willing to coniprcnrso; and certainly it is
not unmmly in our people frankly to con-
fess the facts of their condition, the re
sults of their fruitless struggle.

The above observations aro made, be
cause I feel piinfuJly auxious on account
of the condition cf our public debt. Re-
pudiation of our contiacts in any shape,
would leave such a sttiu ou our conscience
.nd honor, would bring such disgrace and,
directly and indirectlv, inflict such en in--
jnry on our peoplj collectively and indi
vidually, tha 1 have felt it my eluty to
state all the difficulties of the financial
situation with tho utmost frankneis in
order to show the necessity of prompt ac
tion. Let us ascertain the full ex'ent of
our obligations ana turn maniutiy aaures3
ourselves ti tho task of fulfilling them in
tbe most practicable manner which will
command itself to the wisdom and good
sense, and integrity of the people of the
State. If tbo General ly Mi all see
fit to authorize the appointment cf a com- -
m:s5ion as abovo eugges eel, it may do aa- -
vifablo to deft r mat niug uoy financial
plau until their reports ill be presented.
aud ptrh'.is bv th t tiroe such renewed
prosperity ir.av. iu the pr vi u-ne- e of God,
be vouchsafed ii" in wtil delHonrttr.-t- t.... . - . i i -- .our aoi iry to eueer at just ei maaos ana
infeso io-t- our e i i.- - ti e disposition to :

brinf' b.ck t. North Cir- - lite her ancient
proud fiaa 'jciai rep ation.

C EDITION OF SOCIETY.

It is matter of uufei ned regret to nis
to foil obbged tt cal 1 the atte ntit ii of the
Genertl esiniHy t o the elisorganizo 1 con-- o

diJi n of soci-t- y in sr t.?e. I shall no?
corsume je-u- r time by tntericg m'o a ce-tai'e- el

of the extras ajanee find
crimes which 1 avc bee-'- i commit'ed by va-

rious locilith s within our border-- . They
are frt sh in tt-- re.v l e tiou of a 1. Their
commidtiju has brought reproach upon
our people, and the ma'criul iut :rests of
tbo State Invobjon m-- seri-.-u-il- and
ini!irioui! uffected bv theui. The tido of
immigiat ou w; ic at one t ma tecned to
be : ettii-t- tejwarda ur shores lu been
driven bacs, and i h u a i l of oersons,
wirh milli n of co.iital, have beaa dotfr-rc- d

from ;u tiling among rs by the 'a'es of
horror wl ich hive reached their ears as
( Canning almost daily in toaie portions of
the Stale--.

It behoov. s jou, genile uen, to take this
matter into your serious oonsiderto'ion. and
to devise measures and entct euca salu
taiy laws as will restore pea.e and good
feeling cmong our peo'ple, anel deter evil
ilieposed pc s -- cs from taking the law into
thtir own hands and becoming the execu-
tioners of unauthorized judgments. Un-

til this be dene, and the civil law is male
(o reign supreme iu the State, and it
minister are respected, and their hands
upheld and strengthened, there will bo no
peace, prosperity cr real happiness anioDg
our people. What greater good, then, can
you accomplish than to strive by wis 3 and
prudent legislation, divesting yourselves of
all party prejudices, to jut down and ut-

terly exterminate all unlawful combina
tiocs, by vidting upon offenders tuch a
measure and such a certainty of punish-
ment as will deter them from further pros-
ecuting their nefarious purposes, and give
to the law abiding clas3 of our people as-sur- accj

of protection in the ocjoyment of
their liberties and rights, both of property
and person ? Do this, aud in a very short
time immigration will begin to flow to our
State; our wasto places will bo built op;
our soil will grow with tho rich products
of tho earth; our ccscrfci will be converlel
into gardens, and our wliolo people will
dwelt together in eucb. nnity as becomes a
civilized and christian community. i

I desire, gentlemen, in an especial man-

ner to call your attentin to the edncation- -

less it snaii do provea inat their proceeds
were applied to buudiocour railroads.

The fifth olass stand on the fame footing
as tae seconet, Dut they were sold, proba- -
uiy, ai a lower average price.

'I he bends of the sixth class were sold.
nearly all of them, at ruinous rates many
oringing only from ten to thirty cents incurrency. Vry many were fold under eir-cum-tac-

which ought to hove put pru
dent men rn their guard sold iu a reckless
and gambiicg mauter, s i that it v.asplaiu
to ha mcst unwar that the agent of ihe
ctrnpany to which they wete :sned way
not actiog with fidelity to the iureres's of
his principal besides many were ditpesd
of atter the General Assembly, by the act
of January, 1870 gave notice to the world
that teuy had ordered the return of taid
bond-- , and that faturesiles of them would
be invalid urel lastly, a large number, ac- -

corcius to a it rort trade bv a committee
of Ihe LTcii3.i of Ker were ia-sae- et

v.ithont the rcrrificato rc quired bv
law.

Tee it-enf- h eli'S', I urn i f tipiniou, the
ct:ite cAi-iio- t c gaize, but if fch". owui
an jropsrty pmcha-e- d ui;h the poetds
of ilnse Londa, bueh jnoptity m;ght be
riurrei eleri d to bona Jide puroha-er- s off-ai- d

hone's before thtir coustitutioi-rtlit- was
q'leotiootd forlhc r thau ihi3 the General
dsserxib.'y, iu my opinion, cannot go.

In coLHiiering the important and m s
j roiiif m or lue piyjiic i.e. it, me

following que.tions present thtmseives :

is". itLut, :s tho actual amount tur
w Lieh ti e h:ate in iquitv and good i n- -
fit net is liable ?

2:el. This amcuut beiL.g ascertained,
a-- the people of thes State able to puy the
tiunual interest on ihesime, rogu'arlj and
promptly ?

3rd. If tlieorttieah'y able, are they in
their .rotent condition of j ovtrty und de-
pression willing to :ubm:t to the sacnliee
required ?

4'b. Supposing ;ha. the people are
either not able or not wiliiug t j pjy the
interest on the puhbedebt for which the
fii--

o justly liab:e, what shall be doLe ?
Shall wo do nothing1, or endeavor to effect
ui honorable settlement with the public
reditors V

With regard to tho first epiestion, an to
the actual amount for whicn the State is

istJy p.ab.e: in my luugment this cannot
oo Kfeocriamtu wimout mvesTigaticu oy
able finaEcicrs and business men men
trained to vei,li evidence and of discern-iue- nt

to detect fraud.
As to the second question : I remark

that the report of the auditor ehows that
the people of the Mate ere iu such a state
of tteprerbion than the total valuation of
real and personal property will not exceed
$121,000,000.00. i'he immense natural
ret-curcc- s of tho Stato are admitted," and if
properly developeel the taxation necessary
to pay the interest on a much larger elt bt
would bo a light burden. The low valua
tion above stated shows that the annual
profits from this property is tmall. To
pay this interoit aod support the Statand
county government', as well us to provide
for the education of our children, to say
uothiug of hy payment of old debts ow-iu- g

by counties and towns, which in many
instances is being enforced by tho courts,
will be such a large percentage of the in-
come cf our people, that I am forced, re-
luctantly, to conclude that they cannot
bear tho necetsary taxation without being
deprived of their property, and in some
cate. of even the necessaries of life.

If I am correct in supposing that the
people c?nnot now shoulder this taxation,
it is unnecessary to inquire into the thircl
question, a-- to their icillingyiess to do so.
Our people are generally honest. Repudi-
ation diree'ly is far from their thoughts.
Any euch action will be in the last degree
painful and revolting to them. Their evi-- dt

nt unwillingnes3 at lliis time, arise? from
thtir belief tbat they are unable to pay.
Whether right or wrong in this opinion,
thoy are honestly determined, I think, on
this question. If I am correct in judging
the public mind, then the public creditor
has no mean3 of enforcing the satisfaction
of Lis debt by law. The State cinuot be
sueel by him; but even if it were otherwise,
all leg-i- l process against large communities,
unanimous in resisting, would be vain.
The experience of creditors of single coun-
ties in the northwest and elsewhere, shows
that it i3 difficult and costly to recover on

out of a sinyle county in a Spate.
It all the counties are in the same mind and
threatened with the fame exactions, s ich
recovery will be utterly impracticable. Offi-
cers could not be foacel to enforce the pro-
cess of the courtp, and even if enforced,
the recovery would be valueless. Not only
iu America, but iu despotic countries, the
sef.lad will cf die people will always prevail
against tho theories aud lesbniealities of
law, however eupporteel by precedent just
as iu tho late war we found the courts al-

ways deciding stay laws to bo unconstitu-
tional, jet the people, through the legisla-
ture, iu defiance of the courts, managed to
stay the collection of debte.

The only remedy which the public cred
itor san postibly make available, as to the
legality of which I express no opinicn, is
the enforcement, through tho courts, of
the provisions of such oharteis o' tho va-

rious railroad eompanits in wnish the
Stae owns etcck, ac subject the stock helel
by tho State, and all dividends thereon, to
the payment of the principal and interest
of the bonds for the benefit of such
ocmpauies. In the case of the North Car-
olina railroad oampany, tho Circuit Court
of the United States for the district of
North Carolina, has already decided to
subject the dividends declared by the

a m .11company on tuo stock belonging to tne
Statf, to tho payment of interest on the
bonds of the State issued for the benefit of
that corporation. It is sid to be in con
templation to ask tho Court to order a tale
of sto:k held by the Stato sufficient to re-

imburse to the bondholders the dividends
heretofore raid into the public treasury.
I respectfully suggest to the General As-

sembly whether it is not proper to crder a
sale of all the stccks owned by tho State,
to bo paid for in tho securities for which
such stojks were originally pledged. Snob
a course would reduce the debt of tha
Stato to a large extent, and seems to be
demanded by the ttrms of tho contraot
with tho public creditor.

The last question is, what shall be done
with the public debt, supposing that the
Stato cannot, or will not, pay the m'erest
now, and will not give any aEsn ranee of
payiDg the same within a reasonable time?
Several schnie3 aro suggested in this re-

gard. Some eiy, Tet matters remain as
they aro make no provision for paying
interest make no effort for a reasonable
settlement pass no act cf partial repudia-
tion let the future take care of itself." If
this plm bo aloptad, certainly interest wil!
accumulate so rapidly that the very mag-
nitude of the debt will laad to total repu-
diation eventually. I think th's plan
neither hones, nor manly, nor wise.

Another plan ia to pay two per cent, in-
terest the first year on the whole debt after
the just and true amount shall have been
ascertained; three per cent, the next year ;

rights, but aid and encourage fhetu m all
their efforts to discharge taeir duties as
beccmos freemen. In order to accomplish
this end I think it necessary to amend the
law now iu force, so that the elector may
have the right to dero-i- t his ballot at any
election precinct in his county. There is
no good reaeon why he shall be restricted
to tho township in which he resides. It
often happsns, under our present system,
that a voter is forced to travel a much
g cater distance to reach a polling place in

m en adjoining lownship. I am also cf

allowed on the day cf election, and that
no voter should ba challenged except a
tbe time of registration, and it should be
the sworn doty of every registrar to chal-
lenge every one who applies to bse nrol- -
joel as a voter, u::ier-- s he kuows of his own
knowledge that he is legally entitled to be
enrolled. Maay persons have been pre
ventfti irom exercising tho right of suf-
frage by tejscn of evil minded persons
challenging their r.ght on frivolous
grounds, so as to consume the time within
which the polls are to be kept open. This
evil should ba remedied, and I know of no
other way in which it can ba done unless
it be by extending tho lime of voting
turougnout two days instead of one. The
law should also provide that a voter may
deposit all his ballots in the same box in-
stead of requiring a multiplicity of boxes
to receive the various ballots for the dif-
ferent officers (o be voted for. It is a noto-riousau- d

lamented fae,t that a large number
of tho electors in North Carolina, of
both colors, are uneducated and cot ablo
to read, and under tho present sjstem of
votieg, where persons ard required to vote
by ballot, and to have a eeparata ballot for
6very person voted for.many of the tickets
necessarily find their way into the wrong
box and aro discarded as blanks, and thus
tho voter is by law cheated out of his
choice. I take it for granted that every
law-ma- ker is not only willing, but is desi-
rous, that every mm entitled to vote shall
exercise the privilege, and shall have every
facility for exercising it, and that it will be.
the aim of this General Assembly to amend
the law upon this subject so that the evils
and difficulties above enumerated may be
remedied and avoided. It may be said
that frauds will be perpetrated more read-
ily if persons are permitted to vote in
townchips other than the ones in which
they reside. Ia reply to this objection, it
is only necessary to refer to the former
method of voting in North Carolina, under
which there were few frauds perpetrated,
and seddom a complaint made. And now.
with tho additional safeguard of registra-
tion, it will hi almost impossible for any
one not qualified to avoid detection in an
attempt to vote illegally. If, however, any
ono shall succeed ia eluding the vigilance
of tho poll-hold- ers and vote when he has
no legal right to do so, then let the severest
penalties of the law be visited upon the
offender ; and in order to deter every one
from the commission of this offence, I
recommend tho General Assembly to sub
ject auy ono convicted of wilfully and
knowing y casting an illegal vote at any
election, to punishment for at least two
years in tho otato s prison and a depriva
tion of the right of suffrago for a term of
years thermite r. me purity and inviola
bility of the ballot box must be preserved;
and he who is so corrupt as wilfully to in-
vade and prostitute it. should be mido to
know that he will be held to a strict and
fearful accountability.

O jNcTITDIIONAL amendments.
The subject of amending the constitu-

tion has been agitated for some time be
fore tho people, and many well infoimed
persons differ among themselves as to what
amendments shall or ought to be made.
I am free to confess, gentlemen, that I
feel a very great reluctance to make any
recommendations to you upon tho subject,
although my individual opinion is that the
instrument may be very materially im-
proved in some of its provisions. The
question of calling a Convention for the
purpos 0 of reviewing and amending it, has
recently been before tho people them
selves, and by a lar?; vot3 and ia an em-
phatic manner th.7 declared against
amending it. ut least ia that way. It may
bo t h t they boiievtd the clamor raised for
a c'jaue ia the organic law was due moie
to legislation under the constitution than
to any elefecis in the constitution itself,
and that tho greater portion of the griev
anees complained of might and should ba
removeel, or remedied by prudent legisla-
tion. In this opinion I heartily concur.
Tho constitution is Dot to blame for the
high salaries aud fees paid to various State
and county effijert-- ; neither is it Censurable
for the great length cf time consumed by
ihn present anel preceding General
Assembly in enacting la.;s; nor cau it be
held responsible for the extravagant ap-
propriations made for railroads and ether
works of improvement. There is nothing
in said instrument which fixes salaries and
fee 8, cr preset ibes the length of your ses-siens- ,cr

which directs the lavish appropri-
ations of money. All this U done by per-
sons chosen by iho people themselves to
be their law maker.-?- , an i upon thesj law-
makers, who have been faithless to tU3
trusts confided to (hem, and riot upon the
Constitution, should bo visited tho con-
demnation of their constituents. They
aro tho-partie-s to bj held responsible for
a betrajal of tha people's confidence.
Uufalthful steward?, who bavo not im-
proved the talents committed to their
keeping, they should be icekoned as un-
profitable servants and no longer worthy
of public confidence. Then I entreat you
to retrace any false siep which may have
been taken. Re diligent in the dbcharge
of your le gislative duties. Waste no time
in ateless legislation; go to work without
unnecessary delay; enter at once upon tho
public busincES, and bring your labors to
a cloee at the earliest possible moment
consistent with the public good.

I recommend the following amendments
to tho constitution :

Firtt : Let section 2 of article II, be to
amended that. tho General Assembly shall
meet biennially on tho third Monday iu
November, instead of annually, and that it
shall not remain ia session fr a longer
time than seventy days, unless the seven-
tieth day occurs on Saturday or Sunday,
and in that case it may bo prolonged to the
seventy-firs- t or seventy-secon- d day, and
furthelhat if it remain in session a longer
time, the members thall receive no pay
after tho seventy-secon- d day.

t

Second. Let the 5th section of the same
article be eo amended as to abolish the pi

for taking a census of the State in
1875, and every ten years thereafter.

Third. Let the 12th section of article IV

abroad, anel invite thorn to coino. aasnrir
them that wo wish tbcm to make Iheir
hemes in cur mid&t: that onr hum id.nii
protect them, aud that no invidious dis
tinction bo made to Ihcir tccial or
political prejudice.

iho Northern and Northwestern Slates
rc etraining every nerve and makincr everv

exertion to nllaio to their borders everv
immigrant who conies lo the United States.
The racst tempting offers aro made to in-
duce tbcm to miko thtir homes in tho far
Wo.-t-. Free gifts of land and free trans --

pcitatiua aro constantly tempting tho
macses to follow in tho wake of those who
have preceded them, aud the result is that
thousands of e;od men aro flocking to
those States, while very fevr, comparative-
ly peakiug,-ar- o taking up their abode in
North Carolina.

At tho last seesicn of tho General As-
sembly tho office of Commissioner of Im-
migration was established, and a gentle-
man well qualified for the position was se-
lected to fill it. Hi3 duties were not do-fin- ed,

nor is ho required to make a report
of his operations. I have learned that his
efforts to induce immigration to our State,
considering tho small mcana at his com-
mand, have met with considerable success.
Under tho Act of Assembly, assistant com-
missioners have becu appointed in Eng-
land, Scotland, Franco and Germany, by
means of whom a foundation has been laid
upon which to build up good results for
our Stato. The oommigfioner. with tho
aid which ho has received from hia assis-
tant in England, has succeeded in estab-
lishing a line cf steamers from Liverpool
to Norfolk, where an offica has been

to receive and forward immi-
grants coming to our State.

I would rcspeotfully suggest that Iho da-ti- es

of tho commissioner bo more particu-
larly defined, and that he bo allowed a rea-
sonable compensation for his services.
Whatever legislation upon this important
subject you may, in your wisdom, deem
necessary to increase the prosperity and
develop tho resources of tho State, it will
b3 my pleasure to seo faithfully executed.

THE STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.
I desire to call jour attention to tho de-

velopment of tho agricultural, mechanical
and other industrial interests of tho Stato,
especially to tho agricultural, as tho foun-
dation of all tho wealth and prosperity of
our land, should jour protecting care ba
directed. To effect this great object, tho
North Cardial Agricultural Society, and
all of tho societies of a similar nature,
should bo encouraged and fostered in
every practicable manner. Certainly tho
most beneficial results aro obtained by col-
lecting at tho annual fairs, specimens of
the industry and wealth of every section,
and exhibitions of tho most improved im-
plements and machinery. Our poople can
thus become acquainted with tho processes
anel ideas of tho most advanced in their
rospoctivo departments cf labor. They aro
thus enabled to throw off tho lethargy and
inertia so liable to bo contracted bv thoso
residing at a distanco from tho centres of
population and wealth.

At tho closo of tho lato war, our agricul-
ture society was prostrate It3 grounds
had been for years ocoupied as a camp or
hospital successively by tho armie3 of tho
late Confederacy and of tho Union. Tho
officers of tho society have, with commend-
able zaal, mainly by tho collection of funds
from tho citizens of Raleigh, aided by
small contributions from tho State, been
ablo to inaugurate Fairs which have given
great gratification and instruction to largo
numbers of our citizens. It sccrr-- s to mo
that it would bo best for every agricultural
society in the State to bo represented in
the State Agricultural Society. Instead of
having separato, isolated institutions, lot
us have a regular organization each
county or district society sending delegates
to the Stato institution ; taking part in its
deliberations ; contributing to its exhibi-
tions ; aiding in its success and thereby
showing, by regular system and organizsei
action, the best products of tho State, itj
capabilities and resources thcro shoulel
bo no disposition to regard tho society an
merely local as belonging to Raleigh or
to tho central portion of tho State. Wo
ought to have pritle in displaying to tho
world a fair sample of the productions of
every conuty. Thiscun only ba done by
harmonious by all lecal or-

ganizations with ono singlo central insti-
tution, easy of access to the inhabitants of
the e ast anel west, tho north and tho south.
Tho best results would flow from tho gen-
erous rivalry of different sections, and tho
spirit and enterprise aroat'o-- by this emu-
lation gwould btiniulatti all district and
county organizations to greater exertions
and to more abundant success.

THE INSANE ASYLUM.
Tho annual report of Dr. Eageno Gris-som- ,

the worthy Superintendent of the In-
sane Asylum, shows, in detail the opera-
tions of tho Institution for tho last official
jear. Its affairs hivo been managed with
marked ability anel success. There aro ev-

idences in every department that vigorous
nioasures bavo been adopted for tbo caro
and comfort of tbo patients, for the im-
provement cf tbo buildings and premises
and for bringing tbe grounds and farm into
a higher and better state of cultivation and
preservation. Tho finances appear to have
beea ptudently and economically managed
and tno expenses of tho fiscal year ending
on tho 31st of December, will not exceed
the appropriat.cn.

Tho Institution is filled to it utmost
capacity with tho unfoitunate.3 of oar race,
and there aro now about two hundred and
fifty applications for admr'ssions on file,
whieh cannot be favorably responded to
fot want of room. The advantage of early
treatment iu cases cf insanity is aniver-eali- y

conceded, and it is a sacred duty wo
owe to the ufilictcd, to their families and
to society, to provido facilities for their
caro anel cure. Many cf these unfortu-
nates arc under constant restraint in differ-
ent pirt3 cf tho State; somo of them mana-
cled at homo, vdiilo others aro confined in
loathomo dungeons cf common jails, thus
placing miafortuno en a par with crime.
Considering the neces sity for greater ac-

commodations for tho insane; tho great
diitatico many of them bavo to bo trans-portce- l

at a heavy expenso in order lo reach
tho rsylum at Raleigh, and tho amount of
money appropriated by law for tbo support
and maiuteuunco cf cuch as must necessa-
rily Lo kept ut heme, I bubmit to the
General Assembly if it would not bo mora
economical and much moro convenient to
erect another asylum iu tho Western part
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ana women ood and useful citizens: while
the ot!u r msy be dispensed with until a
new ra of prosperity fcl a'l dawn upon us,
anel t i;a )lo uj to rubuild and rehabilitate
tho University, and establish throughout
our l: rdexs eoileees ani sel Hls 'Vt:rhigh
grade and character. ' Go ' to work then,
gentlemen, und resolve that every child in
the State sbaT be taught to read and iiie

that those who are not able to educa'e
tbemsiKves f hall be educated by theStfcte
that in the n xt deiado every person be-tsee- u

the ages of ten and twenty years,
who is cf sound mind, shall be able to
re-a- the word of God and the censti.ution
und laws of tbe country. Fear not to levy
tiibuie for tLis glorious caue. It will be
like bre-a- d cast upon the waters : "Thou
shalt Arid it after many days."

THE UN1VB-ITY- .

With regard to the University of the
btate, r principal obstruction to its ssc--
cc-- 8 is its pecuniary e mbarrassmonts, for
which, as lar as I cm judge, the present
board f trustees are m no wise responsi-
ble. The principal debt, amounting to
about sixty thousand dollars, was incurred,
and a me.rtgage made to secure the eaiue
before they came into office. Iu 1868 the
patror-ag- of tha institution had been re
duced to lcs than one hundred students.
Frior to this time, however, the principal
portion of :ts endowments had bveu lost
by uufortnnate investment-- . Until the
institution is relieved from debt aud its
property from incumbrance, there can be
but lit tits hope of its sucooea or usefulness.
Ii my opinion, an honest and faithful ef-

fort was made to lift tbe University from
the condition in which it was fouud at the
close of the late war. This met with little
or lo favor from the class of persons by
whom it was crushed. They have not aid-
ed the officers in their efforts to build it
up. Public opinion has been moulded
against it by the most unscrupulous mis-
representations, and by vioh-n-t appeals
through a partis n press. Those w ho would
have patronized it were threatened with
social ostracism. The young were deter-
red from entering its halls, aud parents
very Daora!ly hesitated to compel tho at-
tendance of their sous ; And now the cause
of failure is imputed by some to the trus-
tees and faculty. The remotenoes of Cha-
pel Hill from the railroad is believed by
mny to ba in tho way of its prosperity.
It ia more difficult of access than other col-
leges, but this is a matter of minor impor-
tance.

Tho foregoing are some of the difficul-
ties with wnich tho University has had to
contend. J ust prior to the late ele ction, a
spiiited controversy began in some of tho
religious newspapers, in which it was pro-
posed to abolisu tho University. This, I
imagine, wa? ia view of the calling of a
Convention. Those who have hince pur-
sued tho controversy seem to havd elono to
without adverting to the chaugj iu the sit
uation.

Tho Constilu ion of the State not onlv
contemplates the continuance of the Uni-
versity, but actually prescribes rules for
its management. The corpora'ion caiiaot
be dissolved while tho pre3ent Constttu
ticn stands. It has been suggested that
the irnstees should sell to much of the
property a-- i is situated at Chapel Hill and
purchase a more eligible location else-
where, From such a ale at this time, the
tiustets would probably not realize half
the actual value of the property, aud it
could retult iu no more, if us much, us the
b tre pajment of the debts aud leave the
Board without the means of future ope
rations, a caunor- oeiievo mac snca a
proposition will meet with any favor in
any quar.er at the preheat time.

Under all the so circumstances I rcconi-men- el

tha Legislature to adopt such meas-
ure) a iu its wisdom will s- - cure the inter

s u cf tha S ate from a great ks3, and
prevent Jhe property of the Un.vereity
from a forced sale for the payment ef
tiebts, Then c!o e tbe doors of the its'i-tutio- u

until more prosperous times. In
the meantime give to the Superintendent
of Public Instruction power and authority
to take all property icto his possession,
arid make siuh a disposi iou of ii by lease
from jear to year, a) to him shall seem
most conducive to the interests of the
University aud the Sta'e requiring from
ihi lessee h bond with ample security for
the eafe kteping and good care tf said
property and ulao for the annual payment
of the rtnls until the expira'iou uf the
lease.

BVFFFXGB.

Toe grratt st bulwark cf civil liberty, and
the ol o bust calculated to promoto and
niLike p.rpetual the freedom of the eiu'z in,
is tbe right of suffrage. The
people are the rightful custodians of row-
er in all well regulated governments. Upon
them fall all the burtlens of kespiug the
machinery of State in running order. They
furnish the means to buildup your schools
and colleges; to make your raiiioads and
canals; to erect your asylums and chari'a
bio institution; to sustain your ministers
of law; to oppress domestic violence and
to defend our country against invasion
from a foreign fee. For thete ssrvices they
ask nothing in rerurn, but tho right to
choose their agents of government, and
their representatives in the Nation and
State, and the enactment of such laws as
will protect llictn in the enjoyment of all
tho righU and privileges accorded to them
by the constitution and laws of their com-
mon country. While tho people have tbe
privilege to se'ect their own law makers
wi bout let or hindrance while they feel
free to march up to tho ballot box and
vote according to the dictates of their
own better judgments, while they have
ample and unrestricted opportunities to
exercisa this inestimable right, there need
bo no fear for the perpetuity of out Re-
public?. Then, gentlemen, it is your im-
perative duty to make tbe ballot box as ac-

cessible to the people as it is possible to
make it. Throw no obstructions in tho way
of a free ballot to thoso who are entitled to
vote. Let tho poorest and humblest indi
vidual in our Stato feel that he ia as wel"
come at the polls as is tho richest and
mightiest man in the land. Cause him to
feel that if he is made to bear the heat
and burden of the day in time of danger,


